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confederation, and had it succeeded, or rather had
it not been impeded by the petty vacillating policy
of the other cities, it would have marked a re-birth
of the Hansa, and there would have been no power
in the North that could have opposed it.

In May, 1534, hostilities began with Denmark, and
Sweden was also threatened with armed intervention,
in case the broken promises to the Hansa were still
left unfulfilled. To the people, the counter promise
was made that they should have nothing to fear from
the Hansa's armies, cc if they did not second the arro-
gance of their king."

To this Gustavus replied by demanding help from
his brother rulers, saying " that it was intolerable that
the Liibeckers should put up for auction the three
good old northern realms, just as if they were their
market wares."

In a short time the whole North was in flames. At
first extraordinary success crowned the attacks of the
Hansa's fleet and armies, and by Midsummer, 1534,
almost the entire Danish kingdom was in the hands
of the Liibeckers. Then fortune somewhat turned,
and Ltibeck had to see an army surround its very
walls, much to the consternation of the inmates.
This danger was however happily averted,.thanks to
clever negotiations and force of arms ; but meanwhile
things had grown yet more complicated and intricate
in the Scandinavian question. Party faction and
religious jealousies prevented corporate action.
There was a moment when things looked so black
that even Wullemveber was daunted, and the con-
fession escaped him that " if he were not in the middle